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DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

REPLY OF BELL COMMUNICAnONS RESEARCH, INC.

TO: The Commission

Bell Communications Research, Inc. ("Bellcore") hereby replies to comments of two

parties, MCI Telecommunications Corporation ("MCI") and the Telecommunications Industry

Association ("TIA"), that address, inter alia, paragraph 72 of the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

herein. These comments mischaracterize Bellcore's generic requirements process, and its place in

the statutory scheme of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 ("Telecommunications Act").

Among other things, the Commission has requested comments in this proceeding

concerning what regulations, if any, are necessary to implement the prohibition in Section

272(c)(1) of the Telecommunications Act on discrimination by a Bell Operating Company

("BOC") between "that company or affiliate and any other entity" in various respects, including

"the establishment of standards." Bellcore takes no position here on such regulations. However,
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Bellcore emphatically declines to see its generic requirements process, which is specifically

addressed in the procedures of Section 273(d)(4), drawn into this proceeding and indicted here.

In an aside in its comments, MCI falsely asserts here that Bellcore's generic requirements

are developed "in a closed, non-public, and/or proprietary process" and that, therefore, they are

an example of "specifications" the Commission should not recognize or acknowledge as

nondiscriminatory standards for purposes of Section 272(c)(1).! Section 273(d)(4) thoroughly

addresses industrywide standards and generic requirements of non-accredited standards bodies

such as Bellcore, and belies MCl's view. Furthermore, Bellcore has long sought comments by

any interested party on its proposed generic requirements and has considered them in formulating

later versions of such documents, which documents have then been made available to the industry.

This did not constitute a "closed" process in the past, and the new statutory procedures remove

any possible doubt on this point.

TIA also ignores the specific statutory procedures of Section 273(d) in suggesting that

standards and generic requirements should only constitute a valid basis for use by BOCs if the

BOCs follow "ANSI-style procedures" in their development? Whatever the scope or merits of

TIA's otherwise undefined "ANSI-style procedures," they have no applicability here. The

statutory plan is that the procedures of Section 273(d), and consistent procedures of the non-

accredited standards development organization and those who ultimately fund and participate in

its development of generic requirements, are to apply to the development of such requirements.

In conclusion, Sections 273(d)(4) and (d)(5) set forth the specific statutory procedures to

be followed by Bellcore and non-accredited standards development organizations when they

Comments of MCI Telecommunications Corp. in CC Docket No. 96-149, 39-40.

Comments of the Telecommunications Industry Assn. in CC Docket No. 96-149, 43-44.
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establish and publish industry-wide standards and generic requirements for telecommunications

equipment and CPE. All interested members of the industry will have the opportunity to fund and

participate in the development of any Bellcore industrywide generic requirements on a

"reasonable and nondiscriminatory basis" as required by Section 273(d)(4)(A)(ii). Congress did

not go to the trouble of setting forth a generic requirements establishment process under Section

273(d)(4) only to then prevent BOCs, in Section 272, from using the fruits of that process.

Bellcore respectfully urges the Commission to ignore the gratuitous references by MCI

and TIA to generic requirements in the context of this proceeding, because they are factually

incorrect, irrelevant to this proceeding~ and inconsistent with the statutory plan.

Respectfully submitted,

BELL COMMUNICATIONS RESEARCH, INC.

Its Attorneys
August 29, 1996

Bell Communications Research, Inc.
445 South Street
Morristown, New Jersey 07960
201-829-2375
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